Managing change in the era of health reform: organized delivery systems of public health.
As U.S. Medicaid managed care programs proliferate, it appears that traditional clinical training and practice often provide insufficient preparation for physicians to meet the care requirements of Medicaid beneficiaries adequately. State and local health departments have extensive experience with this population's need for preventive care, social support services, care coordination, and referral. Organized delivery systems of managed care can merge the expertise of primary care practitioners, public health professionals, and other community resources to deliver comprehensive care. Although the described model includes Medicaid as the payer, it would remain viable should Medicaid be terminated and universal coverage enacted.